
OLVER ANNOUNCES FUNDING FOR FITCHBURG URBAN RIVER PARK
July 15, 2003

  
         WASHINGTON – Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) announced that the House Appropriations Committee today approved $200,000 in the House Energy and Water Appropriations bill for fiscal year 2004 for ecosystem restoration of the Nashua River in downtown Fitchburg.

         Restoration of the Nashua River ecosystem is at the center of Fitchburg's downtown revitalization efforts, which include development of the Fitchburg Urban River Park project.

         "The Nashua River is a major environmental, historical and economic landmark for the city of Fitchburg," Olver said. "This ecosystem restoration project will enhance the river habitat while providing a higher quality of life for local residents and visitors."

         Approval by the Appropriations Committee is a preliminary step toward final passage of the bill. The House is expected to take up the bill sometime this month. A final House-Senate reconciled version of the legislation is due by October 1, 2003, the beginning of fiscal year 2004.

         The Fitchburg Urban River Park is being developed on a 3.5-acre site along the Nashua River in downtown Fitchburg. The revitalization plan includes renovating an existing steel truss bridge for pedestrian access to the area, lowering floodwalls to create a riverside promenade, installing a river fountain and building a band shell for summertime concerts.

         The ecosystem restoration will be conducted by the Army Corps of Engineers and will include the identification and design of habitat improvement measures within the project area, including the enhancement of in-stream habitat, improvement of riparian buffers, creation of accessible stream bank for wildlife, and improvement of public access and viewing.

###

          For further information please contact Michael Lanava, Fitchburg Redevelopment Authority, at 978-345-9602.
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